A Companion Story to. “She” and “Allan Quatermain”
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dreadful silence |
cough which |
!m- the throat of

Bm &'3.. his method of indi

that he had a remark
"Wt-i is 1t?" 1 asked, with irri-

of a hat and staring vacantly at
the sky.

“Nothing, Baas, or rather, ounly
this, Baas: Thoee hyenas of Zulus
are éven more afraid of the Grea*
Medicine thag were the cannibals
up north, since the 'naker of it is
nearer to them, Baas, You remem-
ber, Baas, they knelt to it, as it
were, when we were going out of

have made & strange ney 1o
mbcr and seen such as |

not think the world tu
show, Also | have feught and
killed Hezu in & mad battle of
ghosts and men which alone was
worth a)l the trouble of the jour
ney. Now It has come to an end,

which purythlu must, ql ::

will die at the end of it,” he added
grimly, a saying which at the time
1 did not understand,

“It comes into my heart, Macum-
azahn, that in that land of witches
and wizards yonder, the spirit of
prophecy got caught in my moocha
and crept into my Inside. Now that
spirit tells me that we shall meet

you like & copy d it, Macum#azahn,
wmpunmmry? i s0, 1 will
CATYe YOUu On

“No" | auswered, “l should noet.

JHas Umslopogaas been here?”

“Yes, he been mc
agaln, which Is one of the reasons
1 do not wish to hear your tale a
second time."

“Where to?

thither he will veturn no more”
, “Why not, Zikali?"

“Because after his fashion he
made trouble there and left some
dead behind him, one Lousta, I be-
leve, whom he had appointed to
be chief while he was away, and a
woman ealled Monazl, who was his
wife, or Lousta's wife, or the wife

then broke into a peal of his
laughter,

SUhoho!” he laughed, “so all goes
well, though the road be long, since
whatever this White One may have
shown you in the fire of the heav.
ens above she eould show you noth-
ing but truth in the water of thy
carth below, for that is the law of

of the vislon of the dead which you
desired above all earthly things.”
“Aye,” | angwered indignantly,
“a fee of bitter fruits whereof the
juice burns and twists the mouth
and the stopes still stick fast with-
in the glzeard. 1 tell you, Zikall,
that she stuffed my heart with lies."”
“l1 daresay, Macumazahn, |1 dare-
say ; but they were very pretty lles,
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casion on which I might properly do
80, for the firat time I took off the
tallsman which 1 had worn for so
long, and Umslopogaas put it over
his head and hid it beneath his
blanket,

how a snake moves and strikes, and
how a jackal thinks and avoids the
snare,. Yes, farewell, for the spirit
withf' n me does not tell me that you
and 1 shall meet again.” 1

Then he lifted the great axe, gave
me a formal salnte, naming wme

the future as in the p rt for you,
Macumazahn, who a brave in
vour own fashion, without being a
fool like Umslopogans, and, al

though you know it not, llke some

master smith forge my assegals

: I 'HE charm of a bcnutiflu
complexion merits none but the
finest and daintiest of face powders.
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¢ v af his head. CHAPTER XXXV. “What message had the White

"han he asked to see Umslopo-
o Uane,

¢ 0 ! not gverhear their conver-

a1, but the end of it was that
{"nslonogaas came and said in a
lonl voice so that no onme could
mwi=3 a single worl, that as resist.

gnea. e useless and he did net  \jacumazahn® Well, [ told you youn _

wi:zh e, his friend, to be involved 3 ; twittering of bats. After all she
in anv trouble, tomether with his would, did T not? As for.whal o 3 womay, Macvimazahn, and it
men lie had fgreed to accompany happened to you upon the journey, must be dull sitting -alone from
this king's captain to the royal let it be, for now that I am old, " year to year with naught to stay

kk1aal, where he had been guaran-
teed a fair trial as to certain false
charges which had been brought
against him.

He addel@ that the king's cajp-
tain had sworn upon the Great
Medicine of the Opener-of-Roads
to give him safe conduct and at-

tempt no mischief against him  King's men”
which, a3 was well known throug!i “Oh, ves, so you did! 1 had for- Then 1 told him of the nicture
out the, land, was an oath that Eotten. Here it is,” and opening that she had shown me ip the wa-|

could not be
who wished
upon the sun,

I asked the captain if thece
things were so, also speaking in a
loud voice. He replied, Yes, since
his orders were to take Umslopo-
gaas alive if he might. He was
only to kill him if he would not
come,

Afterwards, while pretending 1o
give him certain articles out of the
wagon, 1 had a few private words
with Umslopogaas, who told m~
that the arrapgement was that he
should be allowed to escape «t
night with his people

“Be sure of this, Macumazahn,”
he said, “that if T do not ecscape,
neither. will that Captain, since 1
walk at his side and keep my axe,
and at the first sign of treachery

broken by anyone
‘o continue to look

handle of the axe that was named

Allan Delivers the Message.

NCE more | sat in the Black
Kloof face to face with old
Zikall

“So you have got back safely,

long stories tire me and 1 dare-
s«ay that there is nothing wonderful
about this one, Whera is the charm
I lent vou? Give it back, now that
it has served its turn.”

“1 have not got it, Zikali, 1
passed it on to Umeslopogaas of
the Axe to save his life from the

study as the extreme of virtue an?

Lt

Queen for me’

“S8he sald that vou troubled her
ton much at night in dreams,
Zikali.”

“Ave, but if I cease to do so,
ever she desires to know the rea-
son why, for I hear her asking me
in the voices of the wind, or the

her appetite save the ashes of the
past, so dull that I wonder, having
onee meshed you in her web, how
she found the heart to let you go
before eshe had sucked owvt vour
life and spirit. But what other
message had she for the poor oid
s vage witeh-doctor whose talk
wearies her so much at night?”
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